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Overview

Medicaid Initiatives

Georgia began serving members in 1968.  In FY2005, Georgia Medicaid served 
1.5 million members with $5.9 billion in state and federal funds.  States administer 
their programs under federally approved state plans.  Georgia Medicaid receives 
$1.53 from the federal government for every $1 of state funds.  Medicaid 
reimburses health care providers for services to eligible members.  The objectives 
of the Medicaid program are to: 

Provide broad health care coverage to certain lower income populations; 
Offer special community-based coverage for certain disabled and elder 
populations; 
Extend supplemental coverage to lower income Medicare benefi ciaries; 
And, offset the high costs of institutional care for lower and moderate 
income Georgians.
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Georgia Healthy Families (GHF) provides health care services to 1.2 million 
Georgians through a managed care delivery system.  Three Care Management 
Organizations (CMOs) contracted with the Georgia Department of Community Health 
(DCH) to provide enhanced services to Medicaid and PeachCare for Kids members in six 
regions of the state.   The fi rst two regions (Atlanta and Central) began coverage June 1, 
2006.  The remaining regions (North, East, Southwest, Southeast) began 
September 1, 2006.

Georgia Enhanced Care is a disease management program for 100,000 members of the 
Social Security Disabled (SSI) population of Medicaid.  The program began late 2005 and 
provides enhanced care management to members with chronic illnesses such as 
diabetes, congestive heart failure, asthma, coronary artery disease, hemophilia and 
schizophrenia.  Annual net savings to the Medicaid program is projected to be $42 
million for the fi rst full year of implementation.

Indigent Care Trust Fund supports programs and facilities serving medically indigent 
patients in Georgia.   

Nursing Home Quality Initiative is a collaboration of DCH and their partners in the 
long-term care industry to promote successful measures to monitor quality indicators.  All 
Georgia nursing homes participate by conducting self-improvement assessments.

Administrative Services Organization (ASO) will offer care management for the aged, blind 
and disabled Medicaid population.  The ASO model of eligibility, clinical and fraud and 
abuse components are scheduled to be implemented during state fi scal year 2007.

Georgia Medicaid 

Mandatory Services

Inpatient Hospital Services
Intermediate Care—Mental 
Retardation
Skilled Care/Nursing Facility
Hospital-Based Rural Health 
Center
Outpatient Hospital Services
Pre-Admit Screening       
Resident
Physician Services
Free Standing Rural Health 
Clinic
Health Check Services 
(EPSDT)
Family Planning Services
Durable Medical Equipment 
Services
Oral Maxillofacial Surgery
Independent Laboratory 
Service
Chiropractics—Medicare 
Only
Advanced Nurse             
Practitioners
Physical Therapy—Medicare 
Only
Nurse Midwifery
Rehab Therapy—Medicare 
Only
Federally Qualifi ed Health 
Center
Licensed Clinical Social Work
Physician Assistant Services
Speech Therapy—Medicare 
Only
Home Health Services
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